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"l remember walking through this neighborhood
when | was a little girl. The big elm trees met
across the street -- it was a shady wonderland.
Of course, | never thought | would live here,"
said Cathryn Young, who with her husband Wess
at their Brady Heights home, was recently named
to the Oklahoma Neighborhood Hall of Fame.
NATALIE MIKLES/Tulsa World

Brady Heights couple honored with spot in Oklahoma Neighborhood Hall of
Fame

If there's a standard for what makes a good neighbor, Wess and Cathryn Young have set it.

The couple, who remain a vital force in their community at 85 and 77 years old, respectively.
The two were recently inducted into the Oklahoma Neighborhood Hall of Fame for their work in
the Brady Heights district.

Brady Heights, one of the first Tulsa neighborhoods put on the National Register of Historic
Places, roughly encompasses the area from Fairview to Marshall streets and north Cheyenne to
north Denver avenues. The original homes were built between 1905 and 1925.

Since being placed on the registry in 1980, the neighborhood has turned around, in large part
because of the leadership of its residents, said Tim Lovell, Brady Heights Neighborhood
Association president.

"Wess and Cathryn led the neighborhood to organize. They were catalysts. On his watch, Wess
worked with the city of Tulsa to find funding and grants and they're still keeping the
neighborhood together," said Lovell who nominated the Youngs to the Oklahoma Neighborhood
Hall of Fame.

When the Youngs moved into the neighborhood 23 years ago, they saw promise in the area
they describe as "becoming blighted."

http://www.tulsaworld.com/community/article.aspx?articlelD=020925_Co_mtz1neig
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"There were problems with crime and with prostitution. But that's all fading, mostly because we
fuss about it all the time to the city and to the police. We do not like it. We do not want it. They're
building $100,000 or more houses in this area now," Cathryn said.

The decline of the Brady Heights district occurred as, over the years, Tulsa's growth continued
to move south and east, Lovell said. And by the time the Youngs moved in, the once prestigious
district, which was home to many of Tulsa's founding fathers, had seen better days.

"When these houses were built, this was where the well-to-do lived. They called it the silk
stockings district." Cathryn said. "l remember walking through this neighborhood when | was a
little girl. The big elm trees met across the street -- it was a shady wonderland. Of course, |
never thought | would live here."

Lovell said the Youngs have been a driving force in promoting the neighborhood to prospective
homebuyers interested in restoring the history and bringing the elegance back to the historic
homes.

Wess was the first president of the Brady Heights Neighborhood Association, which was formed
the same year the neighborhood was placed on the national historic registry. He became
committed to helping his new neighborhood because he had seen other Tulsa neighborhoods
deteriorating and he didn't want that to happen to his.

One project created by the Brady Heights Neighborhood Association is the annual home tour
where prospective buyers are taken on a tour of the neighborhood by the neighbors themselves.

Lovell said Wess and Cathryn have never stopped working for the association and could be
counted on for their input and decorum at its meetings.

"Neighborhood associations go through cycles. Due to neighborhood differences, it's almost

fallen apart several times. But Wess and Cathryn have been at the forefront each time and
they're still here," Lovell said.

Natalie Mikles, World staff writer, can be reached at 437-0150 or via e-mail at
natalie.mikles @tulsaworld.com.

By Natalie Mikles World Staff Writer
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0 readers have commented on this story so far. Tell us what you think below!
We need your help

Thank you to everyone who has registered with tulsaworld.com. We have seen an increase in
the number of readers' comments on stories, and people always tell us they keep coming back
to see your reactions to the news.

But with that increase, we are seeing more people violating the terms and
conditions when it comes to what is allowed in comments. Please help us by
clicking the "Report this Comment" link next to a comment when you see one
that is out of line. To review what is allowed and what is not, go to our terms
and conditions. Thank you.

-- Web Editor Jason Collington
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/community/article.aspx?articlelD=020925_Co_mtz1neig

10/1/08 12:41 PM

Page 2 of 3


http://www.tulsaworld.com/community/article.aspx?articleID=020925_Co_mtz1neig&allcom=1&sortcom=r
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new%20WebForm_PostBackOptions(%22ctl00$bodycontent$ArticleDisplay$lnkByLine2%22,%20%22%22,%20true,%20%22%22,%20%22%22,%20false,%20true))
http://www.tulsaworld.com/community/article.aspx?articleID=020925_Co_mtz1neig#commentform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/includes/postingPolicy.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=74695
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/community/article.aspx?articleID=020925_Co_mtz1neig

Tulsa World: Neighbors in Deed 10/1/08 12:41 PM

have a site account, you can create an account for free.

Post Your Comment
You must be logged in to post a comment or review.

Enter Keyword(s) | [Search within_t)

Home | About Tulsa World | Advertise With Us | Privacy | Usage Agreement | Help | Contact | Email Newsletters | Site Map
Copyright © 2008 , World Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/community/article.aspx?articlelD=020925_Co_mtz1neig Page 3 of 3


http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/createaccount.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/services/articlesearch.aspx?type=Advanced
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/privacy.aspx#user
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/login.aspx?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/sitemap.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/staff/abouttulsaworld.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/advertising/mediakit/index.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/staff/copyright.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/staff/contactus.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/privacy.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/services/helpandfaq.aspx

