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To save or not to save challenge for city
inspectors

By NATALIE MIKLES World Staff Writer 
12/11/2002
Last Modified: 2/25/2008  7:27 AM 

Complaints of abandoned, unkempt or
nuisance-ridden homes keep Tulsa's
neighborhood inspectors busy.

Since March, more than 300 demolition-
related complaints have been filed regarding
homes in the city of Tulsa. Of those, there

are currently 208 open cases. Cases are typically closed as a result of either owner
rehabilitation or demolition. 

"We would much rather have a refurbished house than tear one down. It is much better for the
neighborhood," said Neighborhood Inspector Steve Harris. "Our general statement is we'll work
with them as long as they'll let us."

Neighborhood Inspector Russell Gray said a typical month ends with 28 closed cases. Forty-six
percent of those cases are a result of owner rehabilitation. Gray said the city works to raise that
number each month, preferring to see rehabilitation over demolition.

The city's neighborhood inspections department classifies its complaints and cases into two
zones. Zone One encompasses all homes north of Admiral Boulevard and Zone Two
encompasses all homes to the south of Admiral Boulevard.

Every home that the city's neighborhood inspections office recommends for demolition is
reviewed by the Tulsa Preservation Commission. The commission makes a recommendation

as to the level of historical viability of the home.

"Usually demolition cases involve small, older structures that are marginal in the scope of
historical significance. But we do come across some that have historical significance or that sit
in historical neighborhoods," said David Breed, vice chairman of the Tulsa Preservation
Commission's community group.

"We have seen very few (recommended demolitions) in areas like Yorktown or Maple Ridge.
But we have seen a few in Brady Heights. The interest of the people in the area is a big factor,
and is what saved some of those homes in Brady Heights," Breed said.

Breed said homes that are typically recommended for demolition are hazardous, shaky or

SPORTS BLOGS

Mike Strain
Questions and answers on
a top 25 vote: Should OU
be No. 1? 

Dave Sittler
What? Duke is 3-1! 

John Klein
Sooners
Deserve
Jump to No.
1 

The Picker
Not Number
One! 

Jimmie Tramel
Dodge Ball

 MOST VIEWED  MOST COMMENTED  

1. Ranching family's speeding tickets
repeatedly dismissed

These are the most viewed stories in the last
24 hours.

Wednesday, October 01, 2008 Sign In  |  My Account  |  To Subscribe 

Search Within:  

Local | State | US/World | Education | Health | Religion | Legal | Government | Special Projects | Weather | Databases

Home > Community

Enter Keyword(s)

http://www.tulsaworld.com/articleimages/2002/021211_Co_MDEMMUG.JPG
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$bodycontent$ArticleDisplay$lnkByLine','')
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sports/sportsextra
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=8
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=13
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=14
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=15
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=9
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=070729_1_A1_hFour01672
http://www.tulsaworld.com/entertainment/spot/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/headlines.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/myaccount.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/login.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/subscriber/default.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/default.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2008/extras/projects.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/legal.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/religion.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/usworld.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/education.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/weather.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/government.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2008/databases/databases.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/state.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/health.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/community
http://www.tulsaworld.com/


10/1/08 12:38 PMTulsa World: To save or not to save challenge for city inspectors

Page 2 of 3http://www.tulsaworld.com/community/article.aspx?articleID=021211_Co_mtz1_tosa

Show: Most Recent Comment First

PDF Index Print Email Story Comment RSS Bookmark

abandoned structures.

Among the issues considered before demolition, is the historical significance of the structure.
Historical significance is considered in all of the city's demolition cases, Breed said.

David Simmons, planner for the Tulsa Preservation Commission staff, said most demolition
requests are issued because of unsound and unsecured structures.

Harris said most of the neighborhood inspections office's investigations begin from a tip from
either the police or fire department. Police and firefighters, he said, have some of the best
vantage points for checking areas for unsafe structures. Complaints are also often filed from
neighbors, he said.

"The areas where we see a lot more (demolition requests) are the older areas surrounding
downtown," Breed said.

"The area just to the northwest of downtown offers some wonderful examples of some of
Tulsa's oldest residential architecture, but it's so neglected, there's an extensive amount of
neglect in the area. But the homes do have historical significance. They're not the mansions of
Maple Ridge, but they are historical," Breed said.

Breed said it is the Tulsa Preservation Commission's responsibility to seek ways to preserve
such areas of historical significance, as well as to determine such significance.

Though the commission reviews all proposed demolitions, it is most often those that signal a
question of historical value that the commission investigates.

"In most cases, we look at the structure, photograph the evidence and determine whether the
building has anything that can be salvaged," Breed said.

"Many of the cases occur when a grandparent passes away. They might have lived in the house
for 60 or more years, and as they get older, their ability to care for their property decreases. The
children and grandchildren who sometimes inherit the property find it isn't cost effective to
refurbish the home," he said.

As a result, some of these homes are either rented out or left abandoned, Breed said.

However, as more interest in Tulsa's historic neighborhoods continues, Breed said he hopes
that fewer homes will face demolition.

The Yorktown neighborhood, in particular, has seen a lot of interest from those looking for a
traditional Wooden Craftsman home, he said.

Many of the homes, he said, offer modern amenities or offer the capability for such amenities to
be added.

Natalie Mikles, World staff writer, can be reached at 437-0150 or via e-mail at
natalie.mikles@tulsaworld.com 

By NATALIE MIKLES World Staff Writer 
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But with that increase, we are seeing more people violating the terms and
conditions when it comes to what is allowed in comments. Please help us by
clicking the "Report this Comment" link next to a comment when you see one
that is out of line. To review what is allowed and what is not, go to our terms
and conditions. Thank you. 

  -- Web Editor Jason Collington
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