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This old house // Reclaimed home part of
Brady Heights tour

By REBECCA L. MARTIN 
9/13/1990 

When friends first saw the house Rob and Sandy Meinholdt 
bought in 1988, the most frequent reaction was "No way!," 
they said. 
No way would the couple be able to turn that shell of a 
building into a home. It was filled with moldy trash, the 
floors were disintegrating, and the roof had fallen through 
two stories to the basement. 
"You could stand in the basement and see the sky," Meinholdt 
said. 
Two-and-a-half years later, the couple and their two-and-a-half-year-old 
daughter are living in that basement, painted pink and remodeled 
with air conditioning and a bathroom. 
On the first floor, the living room - which extends along 
the front of the two-story brick home - the dining room, 
kitchen and breakfast area need a little more paint, the 
final layer of wood for the floor and carpeting as a finishing 
touch. 
OK, so the second floor bedrooms still look like a bomb 
hit them, but the Meinholdts are undaunted. 
"The second floor isn't going to be the battle this was," 
Meinholdt, 27, said as he surveyed the first floor. "We're 
over the hump." 
The house at 1135 N. Denver Ave. is one of a dozen remodeled 
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of 
downtown Tulsa, were built by
Tulsa city founders between 
1910 and 1925, said Dana
Sterling, president of the Brady
Heights Neighborhood
Association. Among the first
residents 
were Tate Brady, whose
mansion gives the
neighborhood its 
name, and T.S. Mincks, builder
of the former Adams Hotel 
downtown. 

The neighborhood is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Boundaries are Denver and Cheyenne avenues between 
Marshall and Fairview streets. 
The Meinholdts are among a growing number of people who 
are reclaiming the historic homes, 10 to 12 of which are 
available for sale at any one time, said former association 
President Tim Williams. 
The homes are in various stages of development - from completely 
remodeled to those that need major remodeling. 
Williams, who used to work with Meinholdt, introduced the 
couple to one of the worst in the district. 
"I thought they were just crazy enough to do it," Williams 
said. "It was a rare case. And it turned out wonderful." 
Indeed, to many people, the home would have seemed a lost 
cause. 
It was built in the early 1900s, probably 1917 or 1918, 
Meinholdt said. 
Two women who were born in the house and had lived there 
since the 1930s still were living in one room of the house 
when the Meinholdts bought it. 
When it rained, the women simply spread more newspapers 
to soak up the water. Eventually, the floors rotted out. 
The Meinholdt were living in an apartment when they decided 
to buy the property, which was available for less than $10,000. 
Mrs. Meinholdt, now 25 and a homemaker, also was three months 
pregnant. 
A month after Audrey was born, the family moved into an 
apartment above the garage that Meinholdt had renovated 
- starting with rebuilding the stairs leading up to it. 
For a year and a half, the couple lived in a 400-square 
foot space about the size of their new dining room. 
Mrs. Meinholdt said the hardest part for her was the claustrophobia 
during the time she was cooped up with the baby and couldn't 
give her husband much help. 
"He really did most of it," she said. 
Meinholdt figured it would take two years to rough in the 
house and four to completely finish it. 
They are right on schedule. 
Because Meinholdt, an airplane mechanic, had never remodeled 
a home before, he relied on advice from other remodelers 
in the neighborhood. 
Williams often would stop by and said he tried to make sure 
that when it came time for big projects, such as putting 
on the roof, the couple had some help. 
The neighborhood participation really made a difference, 
the couple said. 
One of the common sights at the house was a delivery truck 
from the lumber yard, Meinholdt said. 
The drivers would pull up and say, "where do you want it 
this time?" he added with a laugh. 
After working for more than a year with flashlights and 
extension cords, Meinholdt said it was a "big thrill" 
when they finally got electricity in the house in October 

SPORTS BLOGS

Mike Strain
Questions and answers on
a top 25 vote: Should OU
be No. 1? 

Dave Sittler
What? Duke is 3-1! 

John Klein
Sooners
Deserve
Jump to No.
1 

The Picker
Not Number
One! 

Jimmie Tramel
Dodge Ball

 MOST VIEWED  MOST COMMENTED  

1. Fair ride closed after malfunction
2. Langston professor, school

teacher arrested in sex abuse case
3. Car, home loans still available
4. Updated: Fire causes $1 million in

damage to Tulsa business
5. City erects new signs
6. Ex-teacher pleads guilty to

peeping Tom charge
7. Body of missing Del City woman

found
8. US Senate to vote on rescue plan

Wednesday
9. Stabbing at apartment leaves three

hospitalized
10. Authority hears plan for hotel near

arena

These are the most viewed stories in the last
24 hours.

 toyourdismay created a profile.
12:10 pm

 N!k created a profile.
11:24 am

 CHOCTAWROB created a profile.
10:49 am

 ace1 created a profile.
9:16 am

create an account
update your profile

http://web.checkm8.com/adam/em/click/360975/cat=33220/criterias=32,0,34,7,43,4,103,12,104,7,111,7,116,225,117,225038,120,4000000135,280,3,282,0,283,1,/url=http://www.tulsaworld.com/onlyinoklahoma/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=133945
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=133945
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=141270
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=141270
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=133366
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=133366
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=135651
http://www.tulsaworld.com/profile/profile.aspx?id=135651
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/createaccount.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/mm/support/siteprofile.aspx
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sports/sportsextra
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=13
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=8
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=14
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=15
http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/blogs/weblog.aspx?column_id=9
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20081001_11_A15_hNochi139080
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080930_12_EDMO538138
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20081001_51_A1_hButth409814
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080930_11_Fire753221
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080930_11_A9_Newsig881261
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080929_11_Afor687402
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080930_12_SPEN100716
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080930_13_WASH687402
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080929_11_Thre745544
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20081001_11_A1_Arende901685


10/1/08 3:10 PMTulsa World: This old house // Reclaimed home part of Brady Heights tour

Page 3 of 3http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=158304

  

Show: Most Recent Comment First

PDF Index Print Email Story Comment RSS Bookmark

1988. 
The family was able to move into the basement on Christmas 
Eve last year. 
Besides their initial investment, they estimate they probably 
will spend an additional $40,000 by the time it is finished. 
The Meinholdts said that despite the dramatic increased 
value of the finished home, they weren't interested in buying 
it as an investment. 
"We could see how pretty it was," Mrs. Meinholdt said. 
"And we wanted a home." 

By REBECCA L. MARTIN 
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Thank you to everyone who has registered with tulsaworld.com. We have seen an increase in
the number of readers' comments on stories, and people always tell us they keep coming back
to see your reactions to the news. 

But with that increase, we are seeing more people violating the terms and
conditions when it comes to what is allowed in comments. Please help us by
clicking the "Report this Comment" link next to a comment when you see one
that is out of line. To review what is allowed and what is not, go to our terms
and conditions. Thank you. 

  -- Web Editor Jason Collington
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